
The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA., to 

remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

     Our sermon series, With God’s Son: Following our Rabbi through the Gospel of Matthew, consists 

of sub-series designed to guide us through the first book of the New Testament. The 

current sub-series, Parables: Ears to Hear, invites us to consider the central truths found in 

four parables of Jesus. Today’s sermon, Wait For It..., is the second in the sub-series. You 

will find an order of service on Page 4 and sermon notes on Page 5.  
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Series Spiritual Practice: You are invited to read through the 

Gospel of Matthew once a month for the next 12 months. This will 

give us an opportunity to focus on the whole book while we share 

the sermons based on passages in the book of Matthew at the same time.   



             Our Mission:  To raise up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus 

 Our Local Mission Field:  Aldersgate Academy, Bowie Elementary School, 

McMurry University, Our Neighborhoods/Community Garden 

Regularly Scheduled Services  

and Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

All are welcome!  

Please contact the Church Office at 672-7893 

 if you’d like to know more about becoming involved. 

Ministry Leaders 

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415 

Associate Pastor:  

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017 

Music: David Wallis 

Children: Alayna Brooks & Amber Redman 

Youth/Contemporary Worship: 

     Daniel Mathis 

College/Young Adults (interim):  

     Dennis Land 

Administration/Finance: Mary Chavez Lust 

Reception: Susan Acosta 

Academy: Carol Rogers 

Custodial Services: Robert Sandoval 
 

Staying Connected 

Office Hours:  

       Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 

 

ENews: Sign up on our website to 

receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter, or send an email to 

news@aldersgateabilene.org.  

Facebook: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

Text To Give:  325-269-2032 

THIS WEEK 

 

Sunday, May 7: 

  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:05 a.m. Sunday School  

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  

  5:00 p.m. Youth Ministry 

  6:30 p.m. Parent/Kid Showdown! 

  7:30 p.m. College Ministry 

 

Monday, May 8:  

  1:30 p.m. UMW Sara Circle 

  7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

    

Tuesday, May 9: 

  6:00 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 

   

Wednesday, May 10: 

  9:00 a.m. Bowie PALS Party 

  7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 

 

Thursday, May 11: 

  7:30 p.m.  Contemporary Band Practice 

 

 Friday, May 12: 

  5:30 p.m. McMurry Baccalaureate 

 

 Saturday. Saturday, May 13: 

  10:00 a.m. McMurry Graduation 

 

 
                                        COMING UP 

 

 Sunday, May 21:  Senior Sunday 



College: Fuel for Finals Week and Beyond 
      College Students: As you wrap up your to-do lists for the 

semester this week, please take note of two ways we at Aldersgate 

would like to support you and offer you some fuel as you prepare for 

your final tests and projects: 

 Finals Survival Kits: Pick up your Finals Week Survival Kit today 

at the Welcome Center before or after the worship services. 

Students from our college ministry have spent the last week 

packing and sharing these Finals Week Survival Kits as a means of 

love and grace. Please be sure to pick one up today! 

 Finals Brunch: Come to the Fellowship Hall from 9-11 a.m. on 

Monday, May 8, to enjoy a brunch in your honor as you enter 

into Finals Week. The food is always so delicious, and it is all 

FREE! Invite your friends! 

      Aldersgate Family: If you would like to serve in any way to make 

this brunch fun and meaningful for our students, please contact me at 

(830) 928-3163. 

      As the semester draws to a close, I can’t help but reflect upon my 

time as the interim director of college ministry. These past six weeks 

have included some of the greatest moments of my life. 

      As Kyle Watson, the former director of college ministry, was preparing to move, we reflected together 

about the nature of college ministry. We concluded that ministry with college students is one of 

empowerment that happens in three main ways: nudging students to discern their personal faith within an 

open community, connecting our students to the needs of the greater church and community and inviting 

our students to offer hospitality in the kingdom of God. 

      For example, in my first Sunday as interim director, I showed our students a video by a theologian 

named Norman Wirzba, who used the imagery of compost to illustrate the radical hospitality of Jesus. 

The next day, I discovered that the students were still thinking about the video and starting conversations 

with their friends and professors about it. Since that time we have been engaging with “Love Does” by 

Bob Goff,  discussing how love is so much more than just an affectionate word.  As a means of practice, 

our students donated the money we saved this year (just over $220) to Global Samaritan Resources.  

      It is has been a joy to serve with these students in this role. Thank you for the opportunity.  

—  Grace and Peace, Dennis Land 



Thank you: Cathy and Reed Justus! 
      Aldersgate is blessed by the Justus family! Reed, a retired 

United Methodist pastor, and his wife, Cathy, moved to 

Abilene to be closer to their children and grandchildren. Since 

they have joined Aldersgate, Cathy has taken over cooking 

and serving meals to our children and youth each Sunday 

night, and Reed has started our senior adult ministry. Cathy 

has used her culinary talents at different church events, 

including providing dinner at Growth Group leadership 

trainings and cupcakes for our all-church Christmas meal.  

Each Sunday night, Reed can be found by her side, doing whatever Cathy asks of him, and talking to 

and teasing the kids. The kids love him! As parents, we are so thankful that we know our kids will be 

fed something delicious on Sunday nights. It’s nice, too, when we volunteer to help with the meal to 

know that Cathy will be there, guiding us! We are so thankful for Reed and Cathy’s service and 

leadership and for the joy they bring to the kitchen and all their ministry areas!                   

Thank You: Mary Chavez Lust 
      On behalf of the Aldersgate community, I am saddened to announce the resignation of Mary 

Chavez Lust as the director of administration and finance. Mary and her husband, Jeff, will be 

relocating to McKinney, Texas, in mid-June, where Mary will find the perfect place to share her 

considerable talents in administration and finance and Jeff will serve as the pastor of Stonebridge 

UMC. While at Aldersgate, Mary has served as an integral team member, serving in our mission field 

(See Mary and Jeff at right in the Open Door Community Garden), working with the staff to 

streamline communication and offer a central message each week in the Aldersgate In Action, creating 

the new Staying Connected! preview email that goes out each Friday, implementing online and text 

giving, upgrading software that improves our ability to collect, 

maintain and track data, attending to all the financial needs of the 

church and much more. We are grateful. Members of the 

congregation are invited to join the staff and Staff Parish Relations 

Committee in writing notes of appreciation to Mary, which may 

be delivered to Pastor Amy, who will collect them and present 

them to Mary before she leaves. And please take some time to 

express your thanks to Mary in person during the next several 

weeks! Grace and Peace! — Brad Hicks, SPRC Chairperson 



Budget for 2017 =     $  776,100.00 

Received Last Week =   $    15,693.00 

Received This Month-to-Date =  $    15,693.00 

Received Year-to-Date =   $  251,818.00 

Ahead/(Behind) Budget =   $  (16,832.00) 

2017 Faith Promise Pledges = $    37,362.00 

2017 Faith Promise Contributions  $      9,490.00 

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and 
witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to 
matters of prayer, presence, and gifts. 

In Depth 

Clay Meadows 

Doris Ogden 

Lou Swindell 

Ken Schmidt 

Rosalee Schmidt 

Alice Shaw 

Alice Alcala 

Carolyn Strain 

Military and Families 

Millie Speed 

Sarah Doucette 

Delmon Wilson 

Billie Langston 

Judy English 

Charles Myrick 

Clinton Gayle 

Addison English 

Lora Langford 

Bob Kuykendall 

Kay Burkhart 

Billy & Jennifer Butler 

Tara Goodloe 

June Gill 

Jazmine Lara, Academy student  

Daisy Walsh 

Prayers:  

 

Presence and Gifts: 4.30.2017  

To learn more about ways to give: visit our website 

www.aldersgateabilene.org or contact Mary Chavez Lust 

at 672-7893 or via email at mary@aldersgateabilene.org. 

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 276 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 208 

Sunday School = 190 

 

Sunday School classes are offered 

 at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn more 

about Adult Sunday School classes, 

contact Amy Wilson Feltz at  

672-7893 or via e-mail at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 

All are welcome to celebrate Spud Aldridge’s birthday at a players and friends reunion on 

Saturday, May 13th, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. in the McMurry dining hall. Please RSVP to Mark Miller 

at 325-698-5063. 

Praise For the Life of Spud Aldridge 



      The disciples came to [Jesus] and asked,  

“Why do you speak to the people in parables?”   

Matthew 13:10 

 

      Through my years of parenting, I have heard and read that 

regularly asking your children “why” questions is not a very good 

approach to raising them.  When you think it about it, “why” 

questions are more about our own expressions of frustrations, anger and fear.  Why did you color on 

the wall in your room?  Why did you say that to your brother?  Why did you climb on the roof?  Why are you failing 

Social Studies?  Do you see what I mean? “Why” questions are more about what we want to know 

than about what really is going on with the other person. 

      Last week, Pastor Amy beautifully began a new sermon sub-series on the parables in 

Matthew’s Gospel called Parables:  Ears to Hear.  The first parable recorded in Matthew is 

immediately followed by the above “why” question from Jesus’ disciples. This certainly was not 

the first time they had heard Jesus speak in a parable. I wonder if this “why” question was in 

fact rooted in their own frustration, anger and fear that they were not going to “get it” or to 

understand Jesus. 

      One of the realities of 21st Century life in the USA is that often we want things now, 

preferably handed to us on a proverbial silver platter and even be spoon fed from it.  One of the 

MANY things that the parables of Jesus teach us is that in the kingdom of God, the ways of 

Jesus will not be spoon fed to us. They must be asked for, sought and found. In fact, the 

pathway to finding is an open, teachable and soft heart. 

      I wonder if an intentional, disciplined effort on our part to stop asking “why” questions of 

God’s Word would further soften our hearts to be receptive, truly, to what God is saying to 

us.  I wonder if questions such as, “God, what are you saying to me though this passage?” or 

“How do you want me to respond and put this passage into practice?” would free our hearts 

from our own agendas to a life of deeper connection with God.  This shift from “why” 

questions to “what” and “how” questions may seem subtle, but I believe that it is a necessary 

shift and will be fruitful for us all as we go about our mission of raising up deeply devoted 

disciples of Jesus (including ourselves).  What do you think?       
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